Acceptance Speech
Firstly, let me take this opportunity to thank Council and the members for my appointment. 

This appointment, whilst very exciting, is also a very daunting task. I say daunting because as one of my colleagues pointed out to me fairly recently - young lady you do realize that you have very big shoes to fill. By that, I assume the reference was to the various past presidents. I had the pleasure of being a member of Council whilst John Sampson, Collin Tichauer; Paul Nordengen, Chris Hlabisa and Mutshutshu Nxumalo were Presidents, and of course  interacting with Dr Malcolm Mitchell and the council who are  without a doubt some of the most knowledgeable and impressive people I have ever met. But let me just say that I am not able to fill those shoes because let’s face it, I have much smaller feet and much prettier shoes! 

I am privileged to be part of an organisation that is dynamic and strives to meet the needs of its members and its mandate. SARF is an organisation that has grown from strength to strength over the last few years. I appreciate the confidence that you have in me and I pledge to do my best to take the organisation to higher levels. I would also like to thank my Employer SANRAL for affording me this opportunity to volunteer my time and services. 
My mandate for 2012/2013 has been shaped by the executive committees, past and present, and to a large extent, by you, the members. 
Our main focuses for the year ahead are:

·  Safety on our roads. The number of deaths on roads is of major concern.  
· The promotion of green roads. We as an industry need to work together to ensure the infrastructure we build today will not compromise the needs of the future.
· SARF will continue to work together with Government to ensure that our countries assets are adequately maintained. 
· SARF will through its courses endeavour to increase skills transfer and help close the gap with the shortage of skills. We thank you the members for sending your people on our courses. 
As you have already heard about SARF’s strategic goals, there is much on my plate for the next few months and with the support of Council and you, as the members, I hope that we can achieve our goals. 
I would like to thank, the past President, Mutshutshu for all the hard work that he has put in during his 2 year term. On behalf of the council and the members, we would like to present you with a certificate of our appreciation.  
Thank You.
