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PRESS RELEASE
URGENT NEED FOR METROPOLITAN PASSENGER TRANSPORT AUTHORITIES - SAYS SARF
The South African Road Federation (SARF) has called on the Department of Transport to expedite the creation of additional metropolitan passenger transport authorities (PTAs) in accordance with the terms laid down by the National Transport Land Transition Act 2000. PTAs with the power and resources to properly plan and manage urban transport 

were first proposed nearly 20 years ago by officials of the Department of Transport.
According to Dr Malcolm Mitchell, SARF’s executive director and former deputy director general of the Department of Transport, there is a desperate need for effective and powerful PTAs within the major metropolitan areas.
“Traffic congestion in our major centres has reached a stage which demands urgent intervention. To date only one metropolitan authority, Ethekwini, has created a PTA. Even this body does not function as it should since it was created with limited financial and other resources, and because of a requirement to involve other levels of government, it lacks the full authority to implement an effective urban transport system. It also falls under the control of city councilors and is therefore subject to party politics rather than being professionally driven. 
“By contrast, the world’s most effective urban transport bodies are not tied to local governments and instead are answerable to the general public. The South African National Roads Agency (SANRAL) is a good local example of an independent transport infrastructure service provider which operates outside the political system, meeting the needs of its users directly,” says Mitchell.
He comments further that since the late 1970s when a committee of enquiry into urban transport infrastructure made several recommendations addressing public transport issues, there has been little significant reaction from financial and political decision-makers, other than the Gautrain proposal. 
“The Urban Transport Fund did provide some income but it was insufficient for public transport infrastructure, and the fund floundered from lack of Treasury support.
“There are many ways professional transport planners can address the congestion problems, including congestion pricing as well as private sector investments through Public/Private Partnerships (PPPs), but the primary needs are both institutional and financial. 

“Congestion was not as severe in the 1960s and 1970s because of investment in road infrastructure and lower car ownership rates and population densities. However, the problem has grown into major proportions during the past 20 years. During this period transport professionals made at least two significant proposals to address the issue. 
“In the first instance a proposal was made in 1986 for a predominantly underground rail-based mass transit system (Masstran) to serve the rapidly developing areas of Johannesburg, Soweto and Alexandra, and which, by 2000, would 
have catered for 845 000 daily passenger trips. This system would have been similar to those provided in cities such as London, Paris, Moscow and New York when they were the size of Johannesburg. 
“A second proposal was made in 1996 for the introduction of a rail commuter services concession in order to address what was then a crisis situation. The only apparent response from political and financial decision-makers to date has been to allocate some R20 billion to Gautrain, an elite, low-coverage rapid-rail project which will do very little to address the real problem,” observes Mitchell. 

Mitchell says that although an effective and efficient rail commuter system generally forms an essential part of an integrated public transport system for metropolitan areas, bus rapid transit systems have been effectively used in certain cities such as Ottawa in Canada just as effectively, and at much lower capital costs. However, he says the political will required to actually implement these types of systems is not in evidence. 

“Cities such as Curitiba and Bogota, often cited by the World Bank as examples of successful cities of the future, have also implemented very effective bus rapid transit systems. Significantly these systems were initiated by long-serving executive mayors dedicated to meeting the needs expressed by their citizens. 
“Notwithstanding the need for either rail or bus mass transit systems in the metropolitan transport mix they cannot and never will be the only interventions needed. By far the major portion of our public transport uses the road network and this is unlikely to change in the foreseeable future,” concludes Mitchell. 
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