[image: image1.png]ARy S

S EEPlInELE WadlloPUL W

'Lack of funds blamed for poor roads

BY THEMBISILE MAKGALEMELE

More than 40% of our nation’s roads are de-
fective - and, unless government invests ad-
equately in construction, South Africa will
never resolve its traffic congestion problem.

So says Dr Malcolm Mitchell, executive
e South African Road Federa-

fransport départment,

“THiS opihion is that South AfFica’s roads
are deteriorating because of a 20-year
chronic shortage of funds and a severe lack
of road-engineering capacity. Only our
national roads - those that carry cars for
about 10 000km - are in a good state.

“Lack of investment in road construc-
tion has led to the problems with our roads
nationwide. We probably need more than
Ré-billion to be added to the current budget,
over a period of four years, to bring them up
again.” says Mitchell.

He is critical of roads authorities that do
not co-ordinate and manage resources prop-
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erly and says he believes capacity must be
restored within the department.

“We have many experienced authorities
who have left for private companies beca“ise
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is needed

roads are in
agood
state.

of lack of funds.” He lamented the lack of
construction on the PWV9 in Johannesburg
and the Stockville Valley Road in Durban.
These two major roads should have been

built more than 15 years ago, he said, and
would have been important carriers in
Gauteng and the Ethekwini metropolitan
areas.

PWV9 was designed to ease the traffic
load on the Ben Schoeman Highway while
Stockville Valley would have lessened con-
gestion in Durban’s outer west area.

“The Durban road is running full and it
needs relief. All of these should have been
the subject of planning and construction to
take traffic to new routes.”

Raven Shabe, of The Johannesburg Road
Agency, (JRA), said the PWV9 was intended
to be a toll road and had been delaved for
various reasons. He did not say whether the
JRA had any intention of reviving plans, al-
though Mitchell believes funds are available
to build extra highways.

“The South African Revenue Services
has announced a vast increase in income,
but our roads have received very little
financial priority Government treasury has
not allocated enough money.”
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