Road Safety: A Lost Cause without adequate Law Enforcement
For three or so decades now the problem of South Africa’s atrocious road safety record has been the subject of much debate, investigation, research, strategizing, periodic campaigning and regular statements by politicians.

Unfortunately, somehow or other, we seem reluctant as a nation, to grasp and address the primary cause of the problem – inadequate law enforcement.

Our research, road traffic legislation and regulation, roads when adequately maintained, educational efforts are all world class – but our enforcement of the regulations is woeful. In addition we as a people seem to have become immune to the problem – possibly since we are so “punch drunk”.
We regularly hear statements of the extent of our road deaths – however does it mean anything to the average citizen? 
If every week a fully-laden passenger aircraft fell out of the sky killing all the passengers on board there would be a national crisis and the civil aviation authorities and politicians would, to say the least, strongly react to the situation. This, however, is what our road death toll amounts to, and yet we make no meaningful attempt to address the situation. We kill between 40 and 50 people per 100 000 of our population every year on our roads compared with 4 to 7 per 100 000 in countries with proper road traffic control

We are all aware that the legal minimum speed limit for heavy vehicles on our roads in 80km/hour. When last did you see a heavy vehicle traveling at this speed on our heavily trafficked routes?

We all know that freeways are legally for the use of motor vehicles only, yet we regulatory (regularly) witness pedestrians on freeways and sometimes even hawkers selling fruit and vegetables. We also sometimes see traffic police riding past such infringements of our Road Traffic Act.
We are all, including traffic police, aware of the atrociously dangerous physical condition of much of our public transport and freight haulage fleet. Apart from now and then conducting “blitzes” on these vehicles, what do we as a nation do about it?

We are all aware that many heavy vehicle drivers are forced by some unscrupulous operators to drive for up to 16 hours at a stretch, without rest, and are paid on a basis of total tonnage moved in a particular period of time. If such practices pertained in say the clothing industry, our labour laws would immediately be brought into play, yet we do nothing about this practice in the freight haulage industry. 
Every morning in a radio programme the SABC broadcasts reports on road traffic conditions on our major routes. When last was there NOT a serious road blockage caused by a truck or bus being involved in an accident with other vehicles, or overturning on its own?

In 1998 the Department of Transport, under its then Minister, made proposals for a Road Traffic Management Corporation (RTMC) which would consolidate the multitude of separate road traffic police forces in the country into a single effective road traffic enforcement force. It is now 8 years since this proposal and we still have no effective road traffic law enforcement. It took one year only to get the successful National Roads Agency “up and running”
Have we as a nation become callous to road deaths, much as we seem to be in respect of crime (until police men and women are killed?)

The South African Road Federation calls on government to speedily bring ** into being that section of the RTMC structure which has the teeth and the will to address this scourge on our nation. The time is past for research, theorizing, talking, stratagegising – we need dynamic political and executive action. In the time it has taken to prepare this document, probably two more persons have died on our roads. 

** Split infinitive should read ‘to bring speedily “….
