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Next stop Durban

Murmurings of building a high-speed railway

line to Durban have come under fire.

Plans to build a high-speed rallway
;

lineg to Durban have come under fire, ‘t "

he old road versusral debate has been revived again

This time, however, the focus s on the anticipated high

speed railway link from Johannesburg to Durban. The
South African Road Federation is extremely outspoken about
the plan: listing an array of reasons that any atternpl al estaby
lishing this infrastructure should be disbanded. It suggests
that government pursues a dedicated heavy-vehicle lane for
passenger and freight transport instead - from the business
huby to the busy port of Durban. The cnil-construction sector
will benafit from either proposal but st in the best interests
of the: country for road to have the upper hand agam? |
believe that the mequalty behween road and ral bransport
the country +s problematic and should be prorntised. This
important cormdor should be serviced by two modes of trans-
port = on the fresght- and passenger-transport fronts, They
should not be competing but rather complementing one
another. There will always be a mode of transpor that is
SUpenor in Sericing a markel segment. south Africa has not
heen n the fortunate position to erjay this rre1||11»..r to date
Road has dominated overland transport, over the years, sim-
[1|‘|-’ because of the ternble state of rail infrastructure in the
country. Lack of compettion has also been disastrous - as
demanstrated by the recent acgidant invobang an unroadwor

thy bus that tumbled down an ambankment from the N1 in
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Cape Town; killing 28 people and injuring dozens. Road,
unfortunately, has become a force of its own at a major cost
1o the country

Johannesburg to Durban

Challenges will abound in designing and constructing thie
high-speed railway ling from Johannesburg to Durban. This
very edition of Tl Er hrghlights yer
another challenge overcome in brmging the Gautrain Rapid
Rail Link to life in Gauteng, This is over and above an array of
other hurdies that have been surmounted with urmique solu
tions thal have, at hmes, set the mtermahional standard, Here,
L.am refernng specitically to the wiaduct spanning dolomite
mfested terrain in Centunon, The know-how achieved to date
on this section of the Gautrain, alone, will be of value to the
mternalional civil-engineening sector for years to come. )
makes sense to build upon this hard work to date: t’thln::lnc_;
the overall efficiency of the system by expanding it to Durbian
and later 1o other destinations around the country, Rail needs
1o be priontsed before a heavy lane 15 added to the carridor
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