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Staying alive

Road accidents place a heavy burden on South Africa’s
economy = loss of life, productivity and resources. The
question is: Are we turning a blind eve to one specific

contribulory factor, and why? by Tony Stone and Milton Webber

The poor condition of SA’s national, provincial and municipal roads contribute to 20%
of all road deaths

A S ' UDY COmimissionad | BB2 people (397 diovers, B37 o ISSENGErs

by Kwafulu-Natals Interdiscipiinany Accidant and 548 pedesinans). The hghes! numiber
Research Cemtra (Unare) in 20049 es|ablished of lajalities cocoumad on roads within Ciligg

1 by provincial roads and

South Alncas road death toll 1o be among tha and lowns, lollowe
Mohes! mothe wivkd Nollbng has chamgea nalenal feads

The econcmic cost 10 the country 5 more Talking at=ou fhe lestive season's fatalies
than substantal At an estimatod H56 bifion m MNdebele said the number of road deaths n
2009, accordng [o transpor mimster Sibusso South Alnca each year 15 unacceptable He i

&

MNdebele's pradecessor Jelf Radaebe, this can Quili ~--:1r-l We cannot continue 1r

ealing road

rio longer be shrugged off. Detailed slatistics deaths as something that s nodmial when we
for 2009 are not avaslabda, bl in 2008, 14627 are facing death by design, death by hurman
people died in melor vehicle accidents, OF ermor, death through carelessness, doatl
those mured, 49 199 sustaned senous ingu- through drunkennass and  death  through
nes. and 126 134 minor mjunes. In all. about municipal incompelence and mismanage-
00 000 accdents ook (Hace mant; all of wrich can bea prevented

According to Unmarc's research. mosl col Almos! all deaths on the rgad can be avoid

Iisions oecunted al night and al weekends ed As unreliable as our national slatishcs

wilh pedesinans making up almost 40% of are, i gan, within reasonable probatxlly e
all road trauma viclims, Jusl over 12% ol al concluded that the condticon al aur national
the vichms were children, wilh the mos] "al provincsal and municipal reads contnbule to
fisk group” aged belween s and 12 Mo as much as 0% al all road dealns smply
ecently, durng the December 2009/ January stated, this means 3 000 people die each
2010 festve- season, | 247 tatal crashes year and aimost 10 000 people are senouskly
aerd recorded on our countnvs roads Killinde Injurad Decause our roads ange nol proparly
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mantared The Arfve Alive Campagn 15 quita
cheat on ssues of road satety and one ol 1he
campaign's most imporant considerations (s
the condition of our roads

Taking into consideration the fodal distances
coverad by South Alnca’s roads, it i clear that
mantareng Ihese roads 1sa mammoth 1ask
Bul, as lhe old saying goes, “many hands
make hoht woek ™ However ance we sta 1o
fall bebund, it s gong 1o be an even bigger
job to caich up. And. sinee the candiion of
our roads s a.cntical road-safety. component,
the importance ol constanily monionng and
mantaining them cannol be underestimated

The commitment of the South African gov-
arnmem 1o the ransibimaton of the public
sector led 1o the founding of the Malanal
Road Agency Limited (SANRAL) in Apnl 1998
SAMRAL's mandate s to desvelop, mantan
and manage the national road neteork; it 15-a
mandate they manage well

As such, Ihis agency plays an extreme-
ly imporant role in enbancing road sately
Horeeever, provincial and municipal roads are
another matter entirely and 1his is where the
wheels start 10 fall off

Take: a dove: anywhere 1 Gawleng — be if
‘on a provincial or & municipal road —and you
will find roads eracking and paotholes galore
In lact depuly transpor mimdlen  Jeremy
Cromin, recently said that n the vast maganty
ol municipalities the mantonng of roads were
negliecied o such an extent that if was open
10 abuse. “Road mantenance 5 wide open
o abuse N our coundry @l municipal el
becausa this capacity 1o monitor, 16 ass0ss,
to know what 15 going on in the roads - and
then make adequale deciskons — 15 not there '
According 1o SANRAL's review of the coun-
try's road natwork, 80% of the roads ane older
than ther expected tespan ol 20 years, and
are in wrgent nesd of mantenance.

“This means that in most municipalities, they
are not even just doing basic checking. going
oul anta their roads 1o check their state Now,
il you are not doing thal, then you are naol
able lo-alocate budgets eflectvely and nek.
Iigently. “You are nol able (0 make a decision
as 1o whal the pronties are and you certainty
are not going 10 he able to project manage,”
said Cronm

The siih State of Logistics Survey, pubbshed
by the Council for Scientlic and Indusinal
Research (CSIR), Imperial Logistics and 1he
Unwersity of Stellenbosch, states that the
percentage of bad roads o Scuth Alncas
secandary road network increased from B% in
1098 10 20% in 2008, wup_.mgnmnant delwiaries

Athe percentage
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of bad national roads increased from
7% o 9% over the same penod, said
Hans Ihmann, executive director of the
CSIR Built Environmen.

He added thal high transport dermand
and poor network configuration, dete-
riorating road conditions and Higher
storage and inventory costs required
ingreased funding to bolster capacity.

Dr Jan Havenga, director of the
Stellenbiosch  University Cenfre for
Supnly Chain Management, said the
country required more transport than
he rest al the world to keep the
economy gomg. He said the fact that
Ihe country’s economic centre was
located deep inland - 600km from the
neares! porl — was one of the coninb-
Lling factors.

Unforiunately, rail transper has not
kepl up with the-evarincreasing frans-
port neads. This hag further exacer-
bated the poor road conditions owing
le more trucks transporting goods
trarm the perts inlancd,

In fact, rall traffic has remained
unchanged over the past 15 years,
while the roads workload has more
than doubled over the same perod,
In 200814 bilien tlonnes of a total
of 1.6 bilion tonnes ol freight were
transpored by road over an average
chstance of 185 km.

Rail transported 204 million tonnes
at an average transport distance of
640 km Two years lollowing Transnet's
multibifion-rand capital investment, rail
capacity s stil insufficient to offset
South Afnca's high logistics costs, In
addition, the counlry saw an increase
of 69% in logishics cosls Yo P33 bi-
liar in 2008, compared with the pravi-
ous years A317 bdkon, and 2004's
R213 billion

For Transnet to create adequate rai
capacity, both the public and prvate
seclor should be-involved. Regarding
Transnel's investment plan, Havenga
said he expected "marked improve-
ment” in raill capacity after thiee 1o 10
years, il we are lucky”

A limited case study incicated that
rucks travelling on roads with average
and bad nding condions expenenced
an increase in cosis of between 684%
and 1 560%, respectvely, Total vehicle
mainfenance and rapair can increase
by as rmuch as 121% for a truck travel-
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ratmg, resulling m an mcrease of as

much as 10°% n the oAl looshcs
cosis of a company. Itmann said
According to the State of Logislics

Survay, the deteriorating condition of

South Alncas roads s allecti g the
maintenance and repair costs of freigh
trucks and wvatncles ne galrely, whicl
N tum. escaiales logishes cosls
Commenting on  (he SLIVEN
Mutshiulshu  Nxumalo
South Afncan Road

he counirys mads wera

prasuient

Fodoration, sad

maintaned and ref aired X

The mpact of the country’s deteric
ratng road conditions on the brogcer
eConimy can be measured by the
ehicle

wes lost IMUNEs  suSianao

gamage cosls and ncreased vencle

operaling cosls, as well as damage
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dand cosls o pavements, cargo and

the enviconmant, -and increased road

rafhc  congeshon, not 1o menthon

dechning safely
With-a total vehicle population of 9
of March 2009

leahing o an overall increasea n traflic

353919 as al the end

traffic has remained unchanged

Rl
wer the past 15 years, while roads'
workload has more than doubled

over the same period

volumes, up 30% on e previous yesr
Sauth Africa urgently needs o gl ds
roacl mamienance Dack on rgck  Car

lives cepend on L 35

Table 1: The estimated distance of roads per road/street category — in kilometres

Gauleng
KwaZulu-Natal 33237
Westemn Cape
Eastern Cape
Free State
Mpumalanga
Marth West
Limpopo
Morthem Cape
RSA 168 530
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55 009
97 909
92 180
T8 485
111 353
56 025
72613
66 403
111 195
741 172

480 623
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