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ROAD AUDIT CALL

Last study conducted in 2002,
steady deterioration expected

IS  Jace Davenport | Staff Writer

n 2002, it was estimated that 35% of South :

Africa’s 752 000-km road network was in a
poor to very poor condition:

In an exclusive interview with Engineering

News, South African Road Federation (SARF)

executive director Dr Malcolm Mitchell con-

' tends that this figure, established by the Depart-
~ ment of Transport in a 2002 study, has probably
- deteriorated further owing to a continued lack of
- road-infrastructure investment.

 work system, only 5% to 10% of roads should be

Mitchell argues that in any developed road-net-

- in a poor to very poor condition, which is cur-
-~ rently the international standard.

“In 1988, only 5% of South Aftica’s road in-

 frastructure was in this category but with the
- lack of investment over three decades, this fig-
~ ure has now deteriorated to more than a third of
 the road network”

- Mitchell explains that the country’s road net- |
-~ work has declined to such an extent because of |
-~ alack of government investment from the late :
- 1970s onwards when South Africa was faced |
- with rapidly escalating costs in other sectors :
-~ of society.

The extent of the disinvestment in the road | ment systems.

of severe financial constraints, the authorities
i have been unable to maintain the quality of the
provincial road system.

Severe overloading by many road freigh
haulers has exacerbated the position and has led
to major structural damage to roads in certain
haulage corridors.

“Added to this situation has been a paradigm
shift in provincial road planning where road
provision has shifted from traffic demand as the
primary criterion for road expenditure, to the pro-
vision of local road access for deep rural com-
munities,” says Mitchell.

According to Mitchell, some of the most
pertinent dynamics of South Africa’s current
road infrastructure include its inability, with

i some exceptions, to meet the current and future
i postulated demand on it, capacity constraints
i inrespect of technical and professional exper-

tise in most road authorities, vastly inappropri-
ate road user costs as a consequence of the poo
structural condition of the road pavements and
traffic congestion in the major metropolitan
areas, inadequate data for sound planning and

! alack of proper and integrated road manage-

 sector during this period is illustrated by the fact

 that total expenditure on rural roads in South Africa : can be remedied with more funding and insti-

- in 1990 was half the amount it was in 1975 in con- ;
- stant rand values, contends Mitchelt. i
In addition, this was a period when the coun- |
-~ try was faced by rampant inflation, which, con-

sequently, had a severe effect on road construc-
tion prices.

However, Mitchell elaborates that even dur-
ing a period of greatly reduced inflation between
1997 and 2005 expenditure has remained nearly
static, growing only by approximately 10% for
this cight-year period.

However, Mitchell believes that this situation

tutional-capacity improvements to implement

; fonding,

“It is a well known fact that if Toads are not

i repaired timeously, costs can rise sevenfold,”

National roads, through the advent of loan :
financing redeemed by road tolling in the early !

1980s, and road concessioning to private consor-
tia from the mid 1990s have, to a large extent,

able condition.
Provincial roads, however, have suffered
severely from this disinvestment, and in the face

states Mitchell.

“If we want to reinstate the road network to
its condition of 15 years ago, it will require
additional funding of R10-billion a year over
and above existing expenditure for the next
seven years.”

Mitchell concludes by stressing that as
the South African government has not con-
ducted a thorough roads needs study since 1983,
it is difficult to determine what the precise needs

¢ are for the country’s road infrastructure.
managed to maintain the network in an accept- |

Never in the history of fashion has so litte
material been raised so high to reveal so much
that needs to be covered so badly.

)

“Geovernment should allocate R10-million
towards this study to determine what necess-
ary action needs to be taken to get the coun-
try’s road network system back to what it was
in the 1980s."

This is a small percentage of the R550-bil-
lion asset value of South Africa’s road net-
work.




