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PRESS RELEASE

STATE INTERVENTION REQUIRED AS GAUTENG GRAPLES WITH GRIDLOCK

SARF warns that without central government funding Gauteng faces mayhem and economic strangulation. 

SARF has identified several stretches of Gauteng’s highway system which are gridlocked on a daily basis. Areas particularly affected are the N1 Johannesburg/Pretoria highway, the Gillooly’s interchange, the M2, the N1, major lengths of the national ring road around Johannesburg and almost all the provincial and metropolitan support routes, says Dr Malcolm Mitchell, executive director of the South African Road Federation (SARF) and former deputy director general of the Department of Tansport.
Recurring traffic congestion in the region is inhibiting economic development, not just in greater Johannesburg, but in Pretoria and the out-lying east, west and north Rand areas as well. Average home-to-work travel times are increasing annually and traffic hold-ups caused by accidents, un-roadworthy vehicles and a constantly failing robot system cause additional delays and waste 
R-billions every year, SARF claims.

“The under-funding of transport infrastructure in metropolitan areas, especially during the past 30 years, is the prime cause of the problem and no matter how much is spent on public transport such as a metro-rail system or busways funds will still have to be allocated to Gauteng’s road network.

“A workable provincial road plan, the PWV freeway network, already exists. It came to light some 30 years ago and has only been partially implemented. Essential elements which should have been completed 10 or more years ago include the PWV 9, which runs parallel to the N1 between Johannesburg and Pretoria, the PWV 5, the Soweto ring road and the PWV 13 and 14 which link the airport road to the N3, and constitute the M2 extension.
“Neither Gauteng’s provincial government nor the City of Johannesburg appear to have the necessary funds. No correlation between national, provincial and municipal government on road provision, nor clarity as to who is responsible for which transport sectors or how they are to be funded, is apparent. Even if funds were available, no coordinated transport master plan to deploy them has been made public,” says Mitchell.

“Central government must face the fact that the funding of metropolitan transport systems, not just for Gauteng, but for all major metropolitan areas cannot be left to provincial and municipal governments alone. 

“There is simply no way that public transport can pay for itself without massive input from central government. These areas are too important to the country’s well-being to leave unassisted. Generating some 70% of the country’s GDP, they are clearly indispensable to the economy. This country’s role as Africa’s economic powerhouse cannot continue without a viable and efficient transport system. Government policies of “delivery”, economic growth, poverty alleviation and job creation all hinge on efficient transport, however, massive expenditure on rail alone will not solve the problem. More than 80% of commuter journeys are road based,” concludes Mitchell.
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