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PRESS RELEASE

IRF/SARF CONFERENCE INJECTS NEW LIFE INTO AFRICA’S ROAD NETWORK 

The African Renaissance is set to receive a huge boost in September, when representatives of the world’s leading infrastructural decision makers gather at an international roads conference. The IRF/SARF Regional Conference for Africa, will be jointly hosted by the International Road Federation (IRF) based in Geneva Switzerland, and the South African Road Federation (SARF).
The development of an efficient inter-continental road network will be the primary focus of the conference.

Conference chairman and head of the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Transport, Mr Chris Hlabisa, says much of Africa’s development hinges on the positive outcome of this conference.

“Africa’s socio-economic development is being thwarted by the under-funding of the continent’s road network, and without substantial and sustained investment in this arena, the African Renaissance will be stillborn.
“Efficient road networks form the backbone of any economy and only when one is in place will Africa’s true potential begin to be unlocked,” comments Hlabisa.
Africa’s political and executive decision makers as well as researchers and business leaders of international repute, will gather at the International Convention Centre in Durban (ICC Durban) between Monday 11th and Wednesday 13th September. They will examine the current state of Africa’s road network and explore the way forward in terms of sound delivery, management and operations. 

Three World Bank representatives will be presenting papers. Other bodies/institutions involved in the conference include: 
· Southern African Department of Transport

· African Development Bank (AfDB)

· South African Development Community (SADC)

· New Economic Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) 
· Department of Transport of the Province of KwaZulu-Natal
· Development Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA)

· eThekwini Transport Authority; Automobile Association (AA) 
· CSIR

· Road Freight Association (RFA)

· South African National Roads Agency Ltd (SANRAL) 
· Cement and Concrete Institute (C&CI).
Nine separate sessions will be run in parallel. They comprise: Operating Road Networks for Efficiency and Safety; Road Pricing; Public Private Partnerships (PPCs); Capacity Building and Technology Transfer; Better Roads for Development and Poverty Alleviation; Road Technology; Roads and the Environment; Road/Rail Interaction and Cooperation; and Barriers to Inter-Country Road Transport and Trade.
Skhumbuzo Macozoma of the Department of Transport will deliver a keynote address entitled “Achieving sustainability in road network management”. Some of the other high profile individuals who will be presenting keynote addresses are: 
· H Kerali of The World Bank on “Road financing in developing countries – the way forward”

·  S Asamoah of the Development Bank of Southern Africa on “Roads for the African Renaissance – a financier’s perspective” 
· D Schelling of The World Bank  - Africa Unit (Tanzania) on “The African road system and its role in poverty alleviation”
· Anthony Pearce, director general of the IRF on “IRF – an eager partner for the development of roads in Africa”.

· A Logie, Federal Highway Administration (USA) on “Federal Highway Administration’s International Technology Exchange Program”.
· S Gupta and P Kapila, Intercontinental Consultants & Technocrats (India) on “The contribution of the road industry to social and economic growth in Africa: a case study of Ethiopia”.

The conference has stimulated intense interest among African and world leaders, their governments and road related institutions and invitations have been issued to the following regional coordinators (RECs):

· SADC - Southern African Development Community (Botswana)

· COMESA - Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (Zambia)

· ECOWAS – Economic Community of West African States (Nigeria)

· UNECA – United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (Cameroon)

An exhibition will be staged at the conference venue. Only 20 exhibition spaces (3m x 3m) are available on a first-come-first-served basis and organisations wishing to exhibit are requested to indicate their interest on the registration form. 
Besides several social functions, the conference will offer technical field trips. These will include: a visit to the Main Road 577 site, a proposed 14km dual carriageway linking Duff’s Road to KwaDabeka; Fields Hill, where intelligence studs working at night have reduced accident rates by almost 90%; and Durban Port, where the widening of the harbour entrance can be viewed as well as other projects currently being undertaken by South African Port Operations.
The conference is open to anyone involved either directly or indirectly in road and other modes of transport. A conference booklet as well as registration and accommodation details are obtainable from Cilla Taylor Conferences on (012) 667-3681 or via email on confplan@iafrica.com .
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