PRESS RELEASE

SARF CALLS FOR BALANCED APPROACH TO GAUTENG/DURBAN FREIGHT LINK UPGRADE
Deputy President Phumzile Mlambo-Nqcuka’s announcement that the Gauteng/Durban transport corridor is to receive significant new state funding has been fully endorsed by the South African Road Federation (SARF).

However, SARF executive director, Malcolm Mitchell, cautions that the focus of the allocation is of crucial concern and requires a balanced approach to yield the most effective results.
“The corridor, which includes the N3 highway, handles by far the major portion of the country’s general freight movement and it is of paramount importance that we adopt a holistic strategy in improving this vital freight link. South Africa is one of a handful of countries in which the major industrial area is situated some 600 km from its primary seaport and as a result fast, efficient transport plays an even greater role in our ability to compete globally than would normally be the case,” he observes.
Mitchell says SARF fully supports the initiative to switch some freight to rail, providing due consideration is given to upgrading the road link, which in some sections, requires urgent attention. 

“In pursuing an objective of fast and efficient freight movement within the corridor it is clear that some form of joint government/private sector strategising is required before the funds are apportioned, and SARF is willing to lend its support to this process.

“There is a global preference for road over rail freight, primarily because of the greater flexibility, speed and effectiveness that it offers, not to mention the widespread adoption of the ‘Just-in-Time’ delivery philosophy. Rail will need to demonstrate its capacity to contribute meaningfully to the overall transport mix before shippers buy into this mode of transport.

“Backing one type of transport at the expense of another won’t lead to the ultimate objective of making the entire corridor more cost-effective. Funds should be allocated on an even-handed basis so that road and rail complement more than compete with each other,” notes Mitchell.
Although South Africa’s rail infrastructure has been under-funded for many years there are several sections on the N3 or linked to it which also need upgrading. Among them is the de Beer’s Pass re-alignment which will sidestep the notorious van Reenen Pass. 
“A major portion of the road corridor is managed very effectively on a concession basis by a private sector consortium. The concessionaire would be unlikely to undertake expensive upgrades on sections of the N3 such as the de Beer’s pass, without the assurance that they form part of an overall corridor policy. It would probably also require a review of the contractual agreement between Government and itself to be brought forward.
“Other areas which deserve immediate attention are the land-based facilities at Durban Harbour and the Ethekwini Metropolitan Area where there is severe and dangerous road congestion. A trans-shipment facility (from rail to road) at Cato Ridge might well provide the answer,” concludes Mitchell.
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